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JAMES; 
Hear that you have left the Methodiſt Connection. 
Of all men, I never thought that you would have | 
turned out of the good old way. 75 | 


' JACOB. „„ . Ws 

1 do not know that I have left the Methodiſt Con- | 
nexion, for I am connected with ſome of the moſt plous 
and ſenſible Members of the Society: We meet in clafs 
and band as uſual; and we attend the Love-Feaſt and 
Society Meeting, on Sunday, as regularly as ever. we did. 
And I hope that 1 ſhall never turn out of this way. 


JAMES. 


| But 1 mean that you have renounced all connection 
with the Conference. - 


＋ 


JACOB. 


That needs an explanation. I am connected with the 
Conference that met at Ebenezer Chapel, in Leeds; and 


I believe it to have been the true Conference of the Me- 
thodiſts, 


JAMES. 


5 * ſurprize me —l always took you for a man of 
good ſenſe.— Do not you know that the Conference of 
Preachers was held at the Great Chapel, near St Fey 8— 

Square? D 


An 58 4 
1. am of Dr Whitehead's opinion, in his Lite of Mr. 


Weſley.—He fays, It is hard to tell for what reaſon the 
Conference calls itſelf the Conference of the. Methodilla, ® 


23 ſeeing | 


« 

| 

| 

\ 
1 
3 


1 


preſent, unleſs it be a good hint that the people ſhouid 


inſiſt upon Meir tight of aſſiſtinę gin the Co rence; © But ] 


1am informed that travelling bree pere and Delegates 


from the Heople met together in Ebenezer- Chapel, and ö 


conferred about the affairs of the Societies . OS 
cull it the true neunen „ 


e hep bene 
i hade great objecten againſt 88 and « do. not 
a h them to be Aare into a ip 


TiC 


f e iis JACOB. 
Wuat are your i otiedlone; ? As 8 my part, + think 


mat they might give the Preachers much uſeful infor- 1 


mation, and . to ſupport their be, nen che 
People. 
91 DNL my ME JAMES. 1 
I will mention one - great objection chat 1 have ain 
their admiſſion into Conference, they would deſtroy the 
itineraht Plan, by interfering with the ſtationing of the 
Preachers. For one Delegate would ſay, you muft let us 


% 


have Mr. . the next year; another Delegate 


would poſitively inſiſt upon the removal of Mr 
from their circuit ; and the Committee appointed to draw 


up the plan of ſtations would. not know what to > do to 


ous all ſides. 
BW Arey TEES: | JACOB. 


A A. 


And do you think that e of this kind is done: at 


* I am well aſſured, that men who have not the 
nameof Delrgates, do all this buſineſs now; in many circuits, 
the Stewards, Leaders, and even private Members write 
to ſome of the Preachers who are appointed at the Diſ- 
ct Meetings, to draw up the Plan of Stations at the 


Conference, and inform them what Preachers ſhould be 


ſent, and what Preachers muſt be removed; and it is fre- 


| ing 


ſeeing that the Preachers admit none 8 Fa People to be 


* * 18 
2 1 4 ww a t 


He? done as they deſire. I believe 1 could give you 
Knidüs information 09 this — The follow- 
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\ 
2 bo 6 ; * of 4 75 l 
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t | ing cl will be ſufficient Tes Proveh did had 
s -. a defire to ſtay, aiſecond yeat- in the circuit) and à letter 
d Was written, to Mr Weſle „ requeſting him to ſtation 
19 them again; and as one of nem was a great favdurite 


with Mr Welley, the requeſt - was granted. Phe 
Preachers then informed the congregation that Mr Weſ- 
# ley had granted their requeſt, and both the Preachers 
t nere to:Rtops another year. This declaration produced 
an enquiry among the people, in order to find out the 
perſons who had ent the letter; and, at laſt, it turned 
3 out that only one man had done the whole. buſineſs. I 
hope, my friend, you now ſee that Delegates without the 
name, have been in the habits of doing the buſineſs. of 
Conference for many years. And all that I want. is, 


that they may be properly. choſen 4 the a and re- 
Tponfible to then for their conduct, 


1 Bet have another 123 againſt Delegsset lt 
they ſhould be admitted into Conference, and could not 
carry things forward according to their mind, they 
would return home diſcontent, and e the People 
Ae 20 nden 0 


JACOB. 


1861 not ſee how this could be the caſe, n we ah 
Poſe that the Preachers and People have ſeparats intereſts 
to ſupport.” For if the? Preachers be determined only 
to promote the eterna] favation of the People, and the 
People be reſolved to allow the Preachers a comfortable 
maintenance, I think they ſhould have but one intereſt in 


view, and both ought to A Me n ale means, 
bai FN nee Si 8 l bas 19100 3 
| jr JAMES. | "hs „ by 5 9 


Dai you. ad he thoſe men TY bai W lay hey 


ths accounts of the Book- Room nt one WROKR with 
the Preachers 6 


Sw 9 FY 


JACOB, 


ten 


| JACOB; | 5 e 3 | 
| | Wag makes you 1 think mat: * Ne not 4 15 n 
| Ll 900 that the Beer 08 is much embarraſſed, 


E. and rather behind hand, as We bY 


| 0 5 JACOB. 


Furey that is a good reaſon why" the accounts of it 
ſhould be laid open, in order that the People may be in- 
duced to come torward and help to inereaſe the ſale of 


books. n 
CCC 


a Sete of oo Preachers have alſo. ſaid to me, that the 
Book-Room is a great help to Hic and diftreſſed fa- 
milies, and that it nen not be . to Seewen the ac- 
Counts of it. «rl oa. | 
| 1 can 27 185 you Kay the families of the 
1 e are fi yn. 1 the yearly Diſtrict Meetings, 
every Preacher is aſked, Have, you received your quar- 
terage? Has your wife? Have your childien?—{f any 
have not received the proper quarterage, the deficiency is 
taken down in the Minutes of the Meeting, and brought 
into the Conterence by the Chairman of the Diſtrict, 
About the end of the Conference, every Chairman reads 
over the accounts of his diſtriét, and all the deficiencies of - 
the Preachers are paid out of the yearly collection. But 
as the yearly collection generally falls ſhort of the ſum 
neceſſar) 10 pay all demands, the Conference is obliged 
to dra the teſt of the money qut of the Book-Room. 
Now, this : account is publiſhed in the minutes every year, 
for you are told how much the yearly collection is, and - 
how much is paid away, conſequently all above the ſum 
of che n e has Veet taken Tow the Book- 0 


Ro 00m. | | 
* e ob, 
1 this account ſatisfy you? What more 
would you have r | | 


— 
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I win tell you. Meff. Mather and Pawſon pubfiched 
an account of the Book- Room laſt year, and among the 
diſburſements they mentioned a very large ſum for houſe- 


rent, &c. &c. but N that I have met with, could 


either underſtand or explain that account, therefore it 


ande for nothing. I would have a olear account pub- 


Wiſhed, that every tradeſman could underſtand; and 1 
1 ou'd have the Conference to ſay, whether any money 
Fe paid out of the Book-Room to Preachers who apply 
In private. For until a proper regulation takes place 
here, the Book-Room will give the Seniors, I mean a few 
of 1 8 a ſecret, but powerful influence, in all importans | 
atters of the Connedtion. RE 128 

Obs JAMES. 
Do you believe that any! Preacher 1 apply in 


private. 
JacoB. | | 
Perhaps fome might think it the moſt: Rt gente! way.” | 


"JAMES." g 


But Qill 1 tear the Drlegaics would do hurt, = many | 
; be them do not love the Plan of Pacification ; and you 
Know. that one of our able Preachers has Leclared that the 
ꝑood old ſhip of our Connexion was run into that place 
Sof hag to melee her timbers from a IN 


cs, "JACOB: 


I doubt the Place of Safety, as you call IH is he 
Place of danger. For, first, It is a mere political agree- 
ent_with ſome truſtees, ftewatds, and leaders, about a 
venerable and ſacred ordinance, of the goſpel, of Chriſt; 
n which it is ſtipulated, that if they pleaſe, the ſocieties 
all be at liberty to obey. the dying command of Jeſus 
2briſt, according to their own conſcience. * But if theſe 
en do. not think, proper to grant liberty, the people 


uſt do as well as*they can with their cgaereee 
Sardine 


. 2 — BAGS Monch oc fre —ũ— 
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Secondly, 1 fear there is duplicity in it, for the truſtees, 
ſtewards, and leaders are to certify, that the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Lord's ſupper will eauſe no ſepratien in their 
ſociety. When this article was debated at the Man- 
cheſter conference, ſome of the preachers objected to it, 
and ſaid that if only two or three warm members ſhould | 
oppoſe the introduction of the Lord's ſupper, and de- 
clare that they would leave the ſociety in caſe it ſhould be $* 
adminiſteręed chere, that this would be a ſeparation ; and » 
\ conſequently, two or three men would be able to prevent © 
four or five hundred of their brethren from enjoying their 


liberty of conſcience. as Engliſhmen, and performing a 


ſolemn act of worſhip to God as Chriſtians. To this v 
Mr. Thompſon. replied, ** That by a ſeparation was 
meant, a number of the ſociety. going off, or leaving it, 
witb a preacher | at their head.“ And unleſe a preacher } 
went off at their head, fifty or an hundred might leave 
the ſociety, and yet it would be no ſeparation. As the n 
preachers who pleaded for the liberty of the people, be- 
lieved this explanation to be the ſenſe of Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's party in the conference, they accepted it, and de- 
fired that it might be printed in the Plan of Pacification. 
The requeſt was reaſonable, and agreeable to that ſincerity 
which ought to appear in all mutual engagements; but 
it was denied. And the truſtees, ſtewards, and leaders 
of the church party have never had any official informa- 
tion given by the conference of the real meaning of the 
word ſeparation. Therefore, the Pian of Paecification i 
may be broken twenty times in the ſenſe of the church! 
brethren, but not once in the judgment of conference. 


3 ET CONC at Sou 


"Have they had no official, information on the meaning Fo 

of the word ſeparation ? Did not Meſſ. Mather and, 
Pawfon inform the truſtees at Briſtol laſt year, that theſa 
e which you fay was given by Mr. Thompſon, in 
Was not the ſenſe of conference? 1 can ſhew you a 
printed letter ſent by them to the preachers, in which. 
they deny it. | TO 


* 


( 


E 
JACOB. 
8, 25h think I have ſeen. it, but I. do not believe it, ſor the 


1 vn mon 357]1? JAMES. C2 85 118 Nen e. ban 
Fou ſpeak of the Proteſt, and the reſpectable preachers 
3Wwho figned it, as confidently as if you had ſeen it. 
HEE” $0 nicks oi Bate io: racleting kts 
I did once ſee, and read it over, and I know many of 
the preachers Whoſe names were at it, for I have been 
early thirty years in ſocie tv 


een 


4 


eir 


192 xy 


1 ific Plan will keep the majority. on our 
ion. | % 

but 1 do not know that; for an active minority may ſoon 
ders pecome a great majority. And as the Pacific plan affords 
ma- ho relief to the conſcienees of a minority of any ſociety, 
f the Wt | may be the accidental cauſe of free enquiry, and 
ation Wigorous efforts, to obtain the full liberty of the goſpel, 


But the Pac 


89840 


- 


urch iin the enjoyment of all its ordinances, ' 
I From what you have ſaid of this Plan, it appears, that 

aningFou do not believe that we can expect a bleſſing upon it. — 
and put let me aſk you, can you expect a blefling on Dele- 

t theſFates, who want to meddle with the preachers” fund, and 
pſon, Make the allowance leſs? Should we not ſhew our love 
ou, aff o 155 e 


hiekſ-/ co ar dlogot eee 


„ 
— 


11 


8 


ane 


_ ET * 
aha 


„ N 


5 2 2 - s jo ers, : g 
. . Ho br Ev A, 2 
7 ow . - —— — — 2 — — — — — 
3 , # > 8 g 


2 — CCC . on: < nt 
Wan th wo * Ik 
+ 


3.1» 
9 
* 


= age, and for th 


los: [QB 32 T3 27835 Ic regifiiioa oft ny . 5 : 
to thoſe who have ſpent their ſtrength in the work of the 
Lord, by providing a comfortable ſupport for them in old 
eir widows and children after their death ? 


- 


„ I belleve iris our dwy. Kaden the Delegates of piety 
and good ſenſe; will ſupport the fund with their intereſt. 


1 9 -S>« 


5 . 
SL 4 Sa 
24. > of 


But in order that you may ſee the ſubje of allowance from 
the fund in 2 clear, rational, and ſeriptural point of 
view, let me lay down the following account of the ſtate 


of things among the preachers: Several of them are men 


of property; acquired by marriages or family connexions, 
or trade, before they travelled. © 


ome of them are worth 
thirty, forty, fifty, and ſixty pounds a year of their own ; 
now, let me aſk you, whether you think that theſe men 


ſhould. have as much from the fund, as thoſe preachers 
who have not five ſhilliogs a year of their own? ?; 


by. 
.- 
* 


ſeribe none of their own. toit. 


Was looked on as a robber, if he took any thing from the 


LY © > 


The men of property ſubſcribe to the fund. - | 
454% 6p JACOB. 3 
- T allow it. But what do they ſubſeribe? Fhe money 
that they receive, for labouring in the work; they fub- 
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Some of them take nothing for their wives from the 


circuits. AE SIA 
True. And others of them take as much as the pooreſt 


preacher in the connexion. I will aſſure you this was not 
the way in the primitive church of Chriſt; for if any 


clergyman had property of his own to ſupport him, he 


church. This you may find in the Apoſtolical Conſtitu 
tions; an ancient book it is. N 
| Is JAMES 


* 


— 


mation on 


W n 


IJAlikS. ; 


But if the 8 from the fund, was not fixed ac- 
cording to the number of years that a preacher has travel- 
led, it 15202 be diſcretionary, and partigps: A dats mabt 
W or. e e ſufficient ptr e 201 4d; 10.7" 


JACOB.” Ms < of nr DER 99455 
64 you know that the preachers have added 3 


plan, t 152 firſt rules of the fund, which they call the Plan 
of Mercy ? ? . By this plan, if a reacher have travelled; but 
a few years, 'and conſequently hy 

_ by. the rules of the fund, the Plan don 7 NP Sen n 2. 
Ga. Aber 


IabtEs. ** * 75 E It 17 
What more RE 


* Better e e 1.1 


— 


Se e 5 1 0 05 mk i Plan 190 bee, : 
or neceſſity, or rather charity, if you pleaſe, tl 


to ſtand, and the rules that allow ſo much to a man, ac- 


cording to the years that he has travelled, whether: he, 


wants it or not, entirely ſer. aſide. "Then the friends 


would heartily ſubſcribe towards the fund, and endeavour. 


to make the aged Ws. and their widows, a and chil- 
; we comfortable. 


- JAMES." 
My dear friend, you are the ſame ES man 5 al- 


ways took y oy © . ; and you have given me much infor- 
the ſubjects of Stationing the Preacher ibe 


State of the Beko Plan” of. Paci cation—and the 
and believe that ſome reform is neceſſary. But many are 


will 1 jo e ace UE Pr pe. 443 


- L . > 


as but a ſmall allowance, | 


Ed jou [have 15 ur the rules of x 
| the fund? - Peta n 55 1 


- 18 Jove, | 


Y 


Preachers fund, I muſt confeſs that I feel the force f 
many obſervations that you haye made upon the Old Plan, 


_ . Feady to think, that by giving the le fo much power, | 
by admitting Delegates into as your pla | 


"JACOB. 4 


12 


JACQB. my” 77-5 
My dear tend} . the * who ſaid to 
Pilate, If ibu let this man go, thou art nit Cæſar's friend, 
John xix. . and there have been deſguing men in all 
ages of ng church of Chriſt, os when they could not 
anſwer the arguments of the intelligent part of reformers « F 
abuſes, not ſtop the Endeayo the worthy. and 


1 


ous among them, have followed the example of the Jews, 
and done all that they could to blacken the brighteſt cha- 
racers, and miſreprefeft the beſt deſigus. I will only 
add for your ſatisfaction, that our form of church govern». 


ment ge modelled upon the form of * Werken 


in Eng land, 


JAMES: - Raps 
I ſhall be glad to find hl true, 


2 21 ACO 5 „ : 
Well, let us begin with the King, who is at 3 head of 
civil government; and our Head of ſpiritual government, 
is Chriſt the Anointed® Secondly, There is the ariſtocracy 
in the nobles; and our church officers form the religious 
ariſtocracy. Laſtly, There are the commons, which 
małs the democratic part of government; and the body 
of our profeſſers makes the church democracy at among us. 


JAMES.“ | 
You have almoſt perlu uaded me to join the new itiner- 
ancy, my prejudices are now well nigh removed, and I 
am glad that we met this da „and have had ſuch free con- 
verſation on different ſubje s. But do you believe — 
ever the Old Connexion and the New will unite again? 


JACOB. *. | 
+ cannot ried, I dare ſay the friends of liberty will ladly 
come forward, to a an union upon goſpel prinei- 


ples at any time. 
IAMEs. 


1 rejoice to * yo ſay ſo; and 1 — that I ſhall 


unite with the New Connexion, * my return from 
the South. 
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